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review

honoring Native Americans
Ryan Deering, GATEways Horticulturist 

Native American Reflective Garden features 
locally-native plants to honor the Patwin people 
who lived along Putah Creek
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“Try to imagine this place 
with no buildings, no side-
walks, no roads…”  
So begins your journey 
into the new Native Ameri-
can Reflective Garden in 
the Arboretum near the 
King Hall Law School. The 
garden, enveloped by large 
oaks and buckeye trees, 
features locally-native 
plants and a beautiful 
curved stone wall inspired 
by the spiral of a Patwin 
basket. Basalt columns 
engraved with poetic 
descriptions of Patwin life 
line a gently curving 
pathway. The centerpiece 
of the garden is a tall basalt 
column engraved with the 
names of Patwin people 
who lived on this land and 
were removed to missions 
in the early 19th century.

The garden is the first phase of the UC Davis 
Project to Honor Native Americans. This project began 
several years ago after the discovery of Patwin remains 
during the construction of the Mondavi Center cata-
lyzed the desire to educate the UC Davis community 
about the first inhabitants of this land. A committee of 

Students from the Native American Studies Department made the first 
plantings in a new garden that honors the Patwin people. From left: 
Alapay Flores, Yeoun-Jee Pine, Bryan Billy, Christina Ortiz, Arboretum 
horticulturist Ryan Deering, Gina Caison, Aisha True.

UC Davis faculty, staff and students, 
including members of the campus 
Native American community, con-
sulted with Patwin elder Bill Wright 
and engaged Far Western Anthropo-
logical Research Group to develop 
concepts for a series of honoring sites 
across campus.  This garden, funded 
by former Provost Hinshaw as part of 
the GATEways Project, is the first of 
these sites to be constructed. Other 
sites across campus will also feature 
columns engraved with Patwin phrases 
and stories.

The collaborative nature of this 
project makes it a great example of the 
GATEways model developed by the Ar-
boretum. For instance, Arboretum staff 
collaborated with Native American 
Studies faculty and students, as well as 
members of the Patwin community, on  
interpretation for the garden.  

The Arboretum also took the 
lead in developing the plantings in 
the garden. We decided to use plants 
native to the surrounding Putah 
Creek watershed as the dominant 
components of the garden—this 
will be a native plant garden in the 
narrowest sense. Warren Roberts, 
Arboretum superintendent, developed 
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a list of locally-native plants, including 
those that have important traditional 
uses for the Patwin people. The project 
committee also produced a list of 
ethnobotanically-important plants that 
will become part of the garden. Labels 
with the Patwin plant names will be 
displayed by these plants.

Fortunately, the area already con-
tained some large California buckeye, 
coast live oak, and valley oak trees. All 
of these species are important traditional 
food sources for the Patwin, and provide 
shade and a beautiful, cathedral-like 
ceiling to the garden. The garden site 
also had existing plantings of redbuds 
and deergrass, both of which are impor-
tant components of Patwin basketry. To 
complement these, the entrance to the 
garden will feature a basketry planting of 
redbud, deergrass, and sedges. The red-
buds will be coppiced, or pruned hard, 
so that they produce the supple and long 
shoots which are ideal for basketry. 

As visitors approach the lower part 
of the garden, the plantings mimic a na-
tive meadow with slender sedge (Carex 
praegracilis) collected in the Yolo bypass. 
This sedge is ideal because it stays low 
and evergreen. Within the sedge mead-
ow are pockets of medicinal and edible 
plants that are important to the Patwin 
and other California tribes. 

Planting the garden was a com-
munity event. Students from the Native 
American Studies Department kicked 
off the installation of the plantings. 
Volunteers with the Arboretum’s weekly 
gardening program planted large parts 

Top: Students gather in the stone spiral before 
beginning the first planting in the Native American 
Reflective Garden. Above: Inscriptions on basalt 
columns help visitors envision Patwin life in this place.

of the project, too. Chancellor Larry 
Vanderhoef and former Provost Virginia 
Hinshaw, now chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Hawaii, also participated in the 
planting.

The Native American Reflective 
Garden provides a glimpse of life on 
Putah Creek as it was led for countless 
generations. It is a place to reflect and 
consider the original inhabitants of what 
is now the Arboretum, and honor their 
descendents, California’s native people.
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CAlIforNIA PlANtS 
ImPortANt to the 
PAtwIN PeoPle
Featured in the Native 
American Reflective Garden

The versatile soap-
root (Chlorogalum 
pomeridianum) 
is traditionally 
harvested with a 
digging stick from 
hillsides each win-
ter. Soaproot pro-
vides food, soap, 
glue, brushes, 
medicine, and a 
potent fish poison. 

Hummingbird 
sage (Salvia 
spathacea) leaves 
steeped in hot 
water make a tea 
used to treat stom-
ach ailments, and 
as a cure-all tonic 
to cleanse and 
strengthen the body.

The root of yampah (Perideridia 
kelloggii) is edible, raw or cooked, 
and is reputed to have a pleasant 
sweet and nutty taste. Infusions are 
traditionally used as eyewash and to 
disinfect skin abrasions.

The leaves of 
alumroot (Heuchera 
micrantha) can be 
steamed and eaten 
in spring, or dried 
and stored. An infu-
sion of the root is 
traditionally taken 
for sore throat.

Redbud (Cercis 
occidentalis) is 
prized by Patwin 
basketmakers. The 
bark is peeled and 
used for rich wine-
red designs, and 
the peeled shoots 
for white sewing 
strands.
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PATWIN BASKET
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uPdAte oN Arboretum All-StArS 
CommerCIAl lAuNCh

The UC Davis Arboretum All-Stars program has received 
a big boost in 2009. Colorful tags and posters have been 
appearing in nurseries statewide helping to raise funds to 
support our sustainable gardening education efforts. Currently 
18 retail nurseries (listed on our website) are featuring the 
UC Davis Arboretum All-Star plants and promotional materials 
encouraging gardeners to make the “green” choice for their 
gardens. Nurseries are reporting that sales are brisk and 

wholesalers have had to 
reorder more of the special 
plant tags that accompany 
the plants. 

The promotional 
team of Ellen Zagory 
(Arboretum), Missy 
Borel (California Center 
for Urban Horticulture) 
and Karrie Reid (UC 
Cooperative Extension) 
has worked with Master 
Gardeners across the state, 
including Tulare, Amador, 
Placer, El Dorado, Kings, 
Sacramento, Yolo, Alame-
da and Orange Counties, 
delivering information 
about the All-Star plants 
and benefits of their use. 
Ellen’s presentation to 
the Sacramento-based 

Association of Professional Landscape Designers was enthusi-
astically received and promotional appearances have expanded 
to a variety of media including Northstate (KFPR) and Capital 
Public Radio (KXJZ), Fox 40 News, ABC News 10, KCRA 3, 
and KVIE Newswatch. 

The Sacramento Bee now features a weekly All-Star plant in 
its Home and Garden section (thanks to garden writer Debbie 
Arrington), Pacific Horticulture magazine recently featured the 
All-Star program’s commercial launch, and the Haagen-Daz 
“Honeybee Haven” garden design features All-Star plants. An 
event at Alden Lane Nursery in Livermore featured the All-
Stars, promoted their garden uses to area Master Gardeners and 
the general public, and also offered plants for sale. In cyber-
space the All-Star program has been featured on the banner 
page of the UC Davis website, and the Arboretum’s website 
now includes a narrated slide show about the All-Stars, making 
information even more accessible to interested gardeners.

Thanks to generous donations of plants in support of 
the program from our commercial wholesale partners Native 
Sons, McCall’s and High Ranch Nurseries, we will continue to 
develop point-of-purchase materials and promotional activities 
in the upcoming year. The UC Davis Arboretum All-Stars team 
has already begun planning for commercial promotions for 
2010, choosing the plants to be featured and generating ideas 
for more marketing materials.

GrANtS SuPPort tree ASSeSSmeNt,  
All-StArS GArdeN, ProGrAmS

The Arboretum has received a grant of $110,000 
from the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services 
Conservation Project Support program for a 14-month survey 
of the health of the Arboretum’s trees. We were one of only 
two botanical gardens nationwide to receive this prestigious 
award. We will conduct a detailed conservation assessment 
of the 2,200 trees in our living plant collection; develop a 
long-term conservation plan for the trees; design and build 
a GIS tree assessment data model that will be distributed to 
botanical gardens nationwide; and educate visitors about the 
conservation of living collections and the ecological services 
provided by trees. Curator Mia Ingolia will lead the project.

We received a $30,000 grant from the Elvenia J. Slosson 
Endowment for Ornamental Horticulture to design and install 
a demonstration landscape planting with Arboretum All-Stars 
selections (shrubs, perennials, grasses and bulbs), to illustrate 
how All-Stars can be combined to create a beautiful and more 
sustainable garden and serve as a model for Californians who 
want to replace high water-use lawns. The demonstration 
planting will be located at the new Arboretum Teaching 
Nursery. Director of Horticulture Ellen Zagory will lead the 
project.

We received funding totaling $2,400 from the City of 
Davis Civic Arts Program and Poets and Writers, Inc. to 
support readings and talks by local writers.

leAvING AN Arboretum leGACy  
You can support the UC Davis Arboretum far into the 

future by listing the Arboretum as a beneficiary of your 
retirement accounts, life insurance policy or other assets, 
as part of your estate planning.  Planned giving can make it 
possible for donors to make a larger philanthropic impact 
than they may have previously thought possible.   

what is a Planned Gift? 
Planned gifts are gift arrangements that have specific 

tax advantages and can include lifetime income to the donor 
and/or a loved one. A planned gift is an investment in the 
continuing excellence of the UC Davis Arboretum. 

Gift Strategies
There are a number of planned gift options that can fit 

your and your family’s financial needs. For example, you 
can establish a charitable gift annuity that will provide you 
with income, or include a bequest to the Arboretum in your 
will or trust.  With a planned giving strategy tailored to 
your needs, you can put your assets to work for any part of 
the Arboretum you choose, knowing that for generations to 
come, your gift will support the Arboretum.

For more information about planned gifts, please con-
tact Deborah Rice, (530)752-2179, djrice@ucdavis.edu. 
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Design & Shape Notes

Magenta line is the bleed line. Any art that is to bleed must extend to this line.
Black line is the cut line.
Gray line is the 1/16th line. All text must remain inside this line.

The 3 sets of numbers in the bottom portion of the label must remain. Do not move or delete.
The logos on the back of the label must remain. Do not move or delete.

Only use postscript fonts and fonts must be provided upon art submission.
Provide any associated art or photos used in design. Vector files must be saved as Illustrator CS eps files.

Purchasing UC Davis Arboretum All-Stars supports the 
educational programs of the UC Davis Arboretum and the
California Center for Urban Horticulture. 

A low-growing groundcover, Palmerí s sedum
has attractive rosettes of leaves and flowers
prolifically in spring. This versatile plant is
drought and shade tolerant.

Palmerí s sedum 
Sedum palmeri 

Palmerí s sedum 
Sedum palmeri 

PLANT TYPE perennial
HEIGHT 6-12 in.
WIDTH 1-2 ft.

BLOOM SEASON March-April
PLACEMENT full sun or 

part shade
WATER NEEDS Water deeply 

once or twice
a month

PRUNING NEEDS little or none
NATIVE TO Mexico

Visit our website at
http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/

for more information.

Look for the Arboretum All-Stars tag 
at your local nursery.
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Spring 
Events

1. Hope Mirlis, Wyatt Hesemeyer, and John Mahoney 
perform perform a Shakespeare sonnet put to music  for 
the Valentine’s Day Sonnet Walk. 
2. Arboretum Naturalist Rebecca Davidson (left) and 
Director Diane Ullman (second from right) of the 
Art-Science Fusion Program help children build ceramic 
birds at the second annual Celia M. Hastings Art-Science 
Education Day. 
3. A dozen community groups provided information and 
hands-on activities at the Gardeners Fair and Plant Sale.  
4. Students Ulysses Morazan, left, as Snug, Daniel 
Guttenberg (bearded) as Bottom, and Kristina Stasi, in 
hat, as Snout, in the Studio 301 presentation of William 
Shakespeare’s comedy A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
performed at the Wyatt Deck.  

Photos:  1, 2, 7 Elaine Fingerett; 3, Carol MacDonald; 5, 8 Carmia Feldman; 6, 9 Phil Nelm; 4 Cheng Saechao/UC Davis.
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5. Arboretum Ambassadors Hyoju Han (left) and Jennifer 
Velazquez help children build eco-pots and plant seeds to 
take home on Picnic Day, UC Davis’ annual campus-wide 
open house. 
6. Shoppers at a spring plant sale at the Arboretum Teaching 
Nursery.  A total of 3,355 people attended our four plant 
sales this spring! 
7. UC Davis Entomology Professor Phil Ward (facing camera) 
led a fascinating tour of native ant habitats. 
8. Arboretum supporters (from left) Karrie Reid, Nikhil Joshi, 
Donna Billick, and Alan Hastings enjoyed hors d’oeuvres 
before a talk by David Fross, founder of Native Sons Nursery 
and author of California Native Plants for the Garden.
9. Plant sale shoppers plant their purchases using the new 
demonstration planting at the Arboretum Teaching Nursery. 
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Guided Tours
No charge, no reservation required 

eColoGy of the redwood foreSt
Saturday,  June 27, 10 a.m.
Buehler Alumni & Visitors Center

dISCover PlANtS from  
dowN uNder
Saturday, July 4, 10 a.m.
Arboretum Terrace Garden

wAlk wIth wArreN
Wednesday, July 8, 8:30 a.m., Gazebo 

brING the medIterrANeAN  
INto your bACkyArd
Saturday, July 11, 10 a.m.
Arboretum Terrace Garden

wAter-SmArt PlANtS
Saturday, July 18, 10 a.m., Gazebo

tIred of mowING? 
Saturday, August 1, 10 a.m., Gazebo

SuN-dreNChed ColorS
Saturday, August 8, 10 a.m., Gazebo

wAlk wIth wArreN
Wednesday, August 12, 8:30 a.m., Gazebo

CAlIforNIA NAtIve PlANtS  
IN the GArdeN
Saturday, August 15, 10 a.m.
Buehler Alumni & Visitors Center

PlANNING your GArdeN to 
CoNServe wAter 
Sunday, August 23, 10 a.m., Gazebo

wAlk wIth wArreN
Wednesday, September 9, 8:30 a.m.
Gazebo

SImPle SeCretS for GreAt  
CoNtAINer GArdeNS
Saturday, September 12, 10 a.m.
Arboretum Terrace Garden

AuStrAlIAN PlANtS for  
CeNtrAl vAlley GArdeNS 
Saturday, September 19, 10 a.m.
Arboretum Terrace Garden

PereNNIAl PlANtS for  
the CeNtrAl vAlley
Saturday, September 26, 10 a.m., Gazebo

Arts & Letters
folk muSIC JAm SeSSIoNS 
Fridays, June 26, July 10, 24,  
August 7, 21, September 4, 18
12:00 p.m., Wyatt Deck, Old Davis Road
      Pull out your fiddles, guitars, banjos 
(you name it) for an acoustic jam session. 
Campus and community folk musicians 
play together over the lunch hour. All skill 
levels welcome. Listeners welcome!

Poetry IN the GArdeN 
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.
Wyatt Deck, Old Davis Road 

June 25:  John oliver Simon and  
  william o’daly
 A poet and translator, Simon is Artistic 
Director of Poetry Inside Out, a project of 
the Center for Art in Translation. O’Daly is a 
poet and fiction writer, and translator of the 
great Chilean poet Pablo Neruda. They will 
read their poems in English and Spanish.

September 24:  thomas Centolella
 Recipient of the 1996 Poetry Medal 
from the Commonwealth Club of California, 
1992 Lannan Literary Award for Poetry, and 
Stegner Fellowship at Stanford University.

Sponsored by Rebecca Morrison and  
Poets and Writers Inc.

Information: (530) 752-4880
arboretum.ucdavis.edu

donations 

Nancy Abplanalp
Verena Affolter
Habib Ahmad
Judy Ahmann
Lois Akagawa
Jeanne Alexander
Lindsay Allen
Tim Allis
Tom & Margie Amott
Cindy Anders
Jennifer L Anderson
Margot Anderson
Mary Aulman
Loy Baker
Enoch Baldwin &  

Amy Barlow
Alura Barsun
Devin Bartley
Jim Bauml
Jennifer Bavetta
Stacy Baza
Charles W. Beadle
Emily Beals
Gail Bedinger
Patricia Below
Marcia & Craig Benham
Dwayne Bershaw
Karen Beverlin
Seth & Melva Bigelow
Katy Bill
Linda Bisson
Dan Blake
Linda Blake
Caroline Bledsoe
J. Ernie Blevins
Joanne Bookmyer
Janice Bower
Michael Bowling
Jayne Bowman
Toni Bowman
Barbara Boyle
Madeline Brattesani
Barbara Breeden
Ann Brice
Kathleen Brooks
Peg Brush
Kirsten Buche
Frances Burke
John Burnham
Ellen Burriss
Susan Bush
Ashley Businger
Julie Butler
Tom & Ginny Cahill
Laura Calbert
Lita Campbell
Lori Campbell
 Capital Nursery
Debra Carey
Allen Carlson
Maria Carpenter
Katrina Castaneda
Sarah Caves
Mindy Cecchettini
Gloria Cedillo
Lupe Cerna
Kim Chacon
Frank Chan
Melody Chase
Don Christiansen
Susan Christiansen
John Chwistek
Beverly Clairfield
Ellen Clark
Sean Clemenza
Max Cleveland
Robert Coburn

Christine Cocanou
Ruth Coelho
Rachel L. Cohen
Nola Coker
Stacey Cole
Susan M Collins
Linda Conrad
Ellen Covairt
Suzanne Cowen
Julia A. Cox
Diana Craft
Geri Craver
Marc Crepeau
Mary Culver
Matt Davis
Beverly Dawkins
Howard Day
Conrad De Leon Jr
Annette DeBon
Wes Dempsey
Angela Dennie
Debra Denton
David DeVancy
Dan Devarennes
Kathryn Devon
Surjit Dhillon
Alan Dibble
Ron Dickerson
Lee Dickinson
Martha Dickman
Janet Dietrich
Riva Dill
Kathy Donaldson
Barbara Donnelly
John Donovan
Susan U. Doyle
Catherine Drobny
Lois Richter & Jim 

Drummond
Robin Ducatillon
Patrick Dyer
Fred Deneke & Jim 

Eastman
Brian Eberhy
Suzanne Edises
Ann Edmondson
Clyde Elmore
Sandy Enders
Butte College Enviromental 

Horticulture Club
Robin Erbacher
Kathleen Esra
Juana Eweis
Christine Facciotti
Margie Fagan
Michelle Famula
Steve Fante
George Farmer
Lorna Farrell
Irene L. Fecht
Allen Felton
Christine Fernando
Felicita Fields
Ursula Filice
D’Ann Finley
Alapay Flores
Phoebe Ford
Lawrence Fox
Jerry Friis
Naomi Williams &  

Dan Fuchs
Lesley Fujii
Gerardo Gambirazzio
Olivera Garasanin
Murray & Alice Gardner
Marcia Garrison
Maureen Geiger

New & reNewING memberS

Calendar of events summer 2009

Arboretum on the Air
Sundays, July 12, August 9, September 20
11:05 a.m., KSTE Radio 650 AM
 Arboretum Superintendent Warren 
Roberts talks with Farmer Fred Hoffman 
about what’s blooming and recommends 
some favorite plants.

Farmer and 
essayist Mike 
Madison 
reading in the 
Arboretum in 
May 2009, 
as part of the 
Writers in the 
Garden series, 
supported 
by a City of 
Davis Civic Arts 
Grant.
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We extend our sincere gratitude to these donors

Delbert & Vona Giese
Marnelle Gleason
Rowena Goodner
Nina Gordon
David Gorton
Janice Graham-Welsh
Christine Granger
Anne P. Gray
Jim Gray
Leslie E Gray
Mary L. Greenberg
Patricia S. Greene
Claudia Grees
Pauline Grenbeaux
Judah Grossman
Laura Gunthermoher
Gussman Family
Marcy Hachman
Sue Haffner
Deborah Hager
Andrea Haleva
Susan Hall
Laura Halpenny
Julie Hamilton
Brian Hanley
Jeanne Hanna Vogel
Marlene Hansche
Robin Hansen
Gary & Susan Harbison
Linda Hartman
Linda Hartsough
Ruth Harzula
Anne & Dave Hawke
Kathleen Hawkins
Darlene Hayes
Kathy Hebbeler
Katherine Heck
Meg Hehner
Janet Helms
Pam Henderson
Raul Hernandez
John & Patricia Hershey
Betty Hesters
Rodney B. Higgins
Jo Kness Hilling
Mr./Mrs. Raymond Hinders
Joan Hogan
Alison Kent &  

Allan Hollander
William Holmes
Emerald Holzwarth
Elizabeth Honeysett
Evalyn Horowitz Spitze
Jody House
Charlene Hsu
Evan Schmidt &  

Patrick Huber
Jennifer Hunter
Bridget M. Huntington
Joy Jackman
Rae James
Cheryl Jensen
Shirley Jensen
John and Carol Jewell
Jorge Jimenez
Diane Johnson
Ike & Jay & Jackie Johnson
Allan Jones
Heather Jones
Inside Out- Joni Wilson
Suzanne E Jordan
Richard Judge
Jan Jursnich
Shana Just
Kathy Kaplan
Danyal Kasapligil
Susan Keen
Terry Turner &  

Cynthia Kellog

Alie Kelly
Jill Kelly
Linda Kelly
Morgan Kelly
Mary Ann Kendro
Bruce & Peggy Kennedy
Kathleen Key
Lori & John Key
Jan Kingsbury
Vicki Klaassen
Kathy Klenzendorf
Karen Klonsky
Charles Knapp
Winston & Katy Ko
Kristen Kolb
Ronald Kowalka
Matt Kowta
Robin Kozloff
Tim Krasnansky
John E. Krogsrud
Janet Krovoza
Carmen Kuffner
Laura Kuhn
Julia Kulmann
Janice Labadie
Margaret Lafreniere
Edward & Sally Larkin
Susan Larock
Stacey Larson
Matt Beuck &  

Tiffany Laskey
Valerie Layne
Jane Layton
Sherwin, Eileen &  

Kevin Lee
Peggy Lehman
Anastasia Leigh
Pam Lein
Lori Lewelyn
Michael Lewis
Karen Leyse
Huey Lin & Su-Ting Li
Lynette Hunter &  

Peter Lichtenfels
Pamela Lindholm
Becky Linvill
Weei Lo
Marjorie Longo
Richard Lorentzen
Will and Jane Lotter
Vicky Lovell
Shirley Luckhart
Linda Luther
Sandra Macias
Maryellen Mackenzie
Daisy Mah
Ann Main— 

Good Humus Produce
Mark K. Mancl
Susan Mann
Frances E. Mara
Tece & Bill Markel
Pam Marrone
Cathy Martin
Lewis Martin
Tony and Heather Martin
Evelyn Mattenui
Carrie Matthews
Joyce and George Max
Barbara Mc Arn
Mary McBride
Pamela McCabe
Frances McChesney
Dennis McKiernan
Hatley McMicking
Charles P. McMullens
Karen McNally
Susan McVay
Laura McWade

Jenny Meadows-Smith
Richard Meigs
Joanne Merry
Pamela Metcalf
Jeffry Metheny
Georgia Bihr & Laird Miers
John S. Mills
Barbara Miyano
Joyce Moncrief
Lisa Montesanto
Bruce Moon
Susan Moore
Wayne Moore
Megan Moriarty
Rebecca Morrison
Sue Mortensen
Marilyn & Peter Moyle
Pamela Myczek
June Nawrath
Anita Nelson
Beth Nelson
Kristine Nelson
Marcia Nelson
Rita Saenz & Maria Nemeth
Robert Nevraumont
Jeannette Newman-Velez
Rhonda Nichols
Brad Nicolet
Suzanne Nitzkin
Michael Nolan
David Nutter
Ruth & Robert O’Connor
Lee & Sue Oelke
Marcia Ohanian
Susan Ohlson
Jeanne-Marie Olmo
Catherine Olvera
Lenna Ontai
Mark Oppenhuizen
Robert Orlins
Benjamin & Judith  

Dresher Orlove
Rebecca Oskin
Sue Oslin
Jessica Oster
Elaine Parker
Joy Parker
George & Celeste Patena
Betty Patterson
Jewel Payne
Maria Pedersen
Marc Perkel
Nancy Peterson
Stuart & Willa Pettygrove
Scott Phillips
Cindy Phipps
Warren Pickett
Jeanette Pleasure
Pamela Pogojeff
Tim Poletti
Bob Poppenga
Angie Porter
Gail K. Pothour
Andrew Potter
John & Deborah Nichols 

Poulos
W. Robert & Mary Louise 

Powell
Beth Johnson & Ted Powers
Bill Priester
Marsha Prillwitz
June B. Prowell
R Quade
Cal & Kitty Qualset
Sylvia Quast
Steve Radosevich
Don & Diane Rake
Elizabeth Ramsey
Karen Ramstrom

John Raney
Diana Raymond
Maria Rea
Margaret Reedy
Laurence Resseguie
Jonathan Richards
Shannon Riggs
Sarah Robertson
Mary & Peter Rodman
Marie Jasieniuk &  

Frank Roe
Catherine Roller
Bob Rollins
 Romelsbacher Ranch
Pam Ronald
Donna Rose
Paulina Rosenthal
Jesikah Maria Ross
Julie Roth
Tatiana Roubtsova
Margaret Rouse
Martha Saldana
Mercedes Sanders
Timothy R. Sandoval
Anabel Sanicky
Michael Sarahan
Tim Schoenhardt
Gisela Schulz
Andrew Schwarz
Carol Scianna
Jane Scott
Mendora Servin
Pennie Shanks
Jill Shepherd
Fran Dolan &  

Scott Shershow
Wendy Silk
Charlene Simmons
Mitchell Singer
Gina Skurka Darin
Camillis Slater
Cynthia Slayton
Darell Slotton
Sam Smalls
Anna Smith
Jason Smith
Joan Ann M. Smith
Karen Smith
Steve & Lorraine Smith
Anneli Sovreo
Laura Spillane-Wydick
Mike Springborn
Elizabeth Sproat
Kathryn Stanton
Pam Starr
Stephanie Stasenka
Katie and Bret Stedman
Diane Sternin
Kalynda Stone
Mary Straub
Carol Sutton
Christin Swaim-Hunt
Karen Swift
Margaret Tadan
Carrie Tanner
Mary & David Taormino
Martha Teeter
Carolyn Teragawa-

Wainwright
Sloane Thomas
Kathryn Thorpe
Zoe Tilton
Elizabeth Tremaine
Ag Effort Tri-Coop Garden
Amy Trinh
Robert Tse
Thomas and Leona Tucker
Monica Turelli
Lois Van Beers

Roger Vanderplatts
Frank & Caryle Vann
Scott & Julie Vestal
Michael Vietti
Roger Vincent
Jan & Blair Voelz
Nancy Voss
Ken & Virginia Wallace
Peter Walsh
Stephen Walters
Katherine Watson
Jon Watterson
Scott Webb
Lexie Webster
Beate Wegge
Sara Wentz
Katherine West
Kathy West
Michael Barbour &  

Valerie Whitworth
Elizabeth Wilbanks
Ruth Wildman
John Williams
Kathryn Radke &  

John Williams
Leslie Williams
Pat Williams
Roger Willmarth
Christine D. Wilson
Isaac Wilson
Mary Wind
Edie Winkler
Margarita Winn
Paula Woelfel
Lois Wolk
Kristin Wong
Betty Woo
Madeline Woods
Cesca Wright
Sylvia Wright
Zarah Wyly
Paul Melendy &  

Hope Wynecoop
Jerry & Toni Yaffe
Donna Yee
Gary Zamzow
Frank Zbierski
Xiaoqin Zhang

mANzANItA 
CIrCle
Lorna Belden
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Dear Friends,

As you know, the challenging economic situation in California and worldwide is affecting everyone, 
and the Arboretum is no exception. We have sustained significant cuts to our operating budget, and we 
anticipate the possibility of more cuts in the near future.

On the positive side, however, the Arboretum is positioned well for ongoing success. We continue 
to have strong support from the members of the Friends of the UC Davis Arboretum and our amazing volunteers, as well as from 
the larger community. Our new Teaching Nursery has been a fabulous asset, and our first year of plant sales there has been very 
successful. In addition, the UC Davis Arboretum GATEways plan is providing an exciting vision that is now integrated with the 
overall campus plan. The Arboretum is now a part of the Office of Resource Management and Planning, and our colleagues there 
are capable partners, helping to deliver the GATEways vision. One of the first GATEways projects, the Native American Reflective 
Garden, is nearing completion (page 1). We’ll celebrate the official opening of this garden in the fall. Don’t miss the photos of the 
other wonderful GATEways programs and plant sales that enlivened the Arboretum this spring (pages 4-5).  

To address the budget situation, we will be working closely with Martha Ozonoff, president of the Friends of the UC Davis 
Arboretum, and the Friends Board this summer on short and long-term planning for serious reductions in our operating budget, 
and strategizing about how to increase our earned income and fundraising support. One area in which we have had continued 
success is in raising grant funds (page 3). Many of these are federal grants that help us improve the Arboretum and strengthen 
our position as leaders of innovation in the botanical garden world, while contributing to our bottom line. We have a number of 
pending proposals that we hope will be successful in helping us weather this time of decreasing state support.

While we raise vital funding from grants, memberships, annual gifts, and donations, we depend on the university to support 
fundamental areas such as salaries and basic operations. When cuts come to the university budget, it is particularly tricky for us, 

because it is difficult to raise external funding for these basic items. 
That is why it is crucial for us to develop steady sources of funding that 
will help us get through turbulent economic times. While we look for 
significant savings in our budget to get us through the current crisis, we 
will continue to work with the Friends Board to build an endowment 
that can sustain us when university and other funding is uncertain. 
Please see the article on planned gifts (page 3) and consider leaving a 
lasting legacy to maintain the long-term health of the Arboretum. 

Through it all, we will work hard, and be as creative as possible, 
so we can continue delivering excellent experiences and programs for 
you, our valued members, volunteers, and visitors. Thank you for your 
continuing support. Together we can weather this period of uncertainty 
and ensure that the Arboretum remains a wonderful resource for future 
generations. 

   Sincerely,

StudeNt StAff
Katrina Castaneda
Kim Chacon
Linda Chong
Francesca Claverie
Erik Gellerman
Jay Grover
Krystal Ho


